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ING OFFICE AND RETAIL DEVELOPMENT — VICTORIA QUAY 
Statement 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [9.50 pm]: I wish to speak about an issue of great interest to 
my constituents in Fremantle, whom I have represented for 15 years. It relates to the ING $200 million shopping 
mall and offices on Victoria Quay. I never envisaged that I would be standing on this side of the house 
beseeching members opposite to save Labor Party history. More importantly, Victoria Quay is part of Australian 
history. It seems that the Labor Party is totally uninterested. With the Labor Party’s penchant for accessing 
people’s public property for private enterprise, ports, airports and public open space, and despite huge opposition 
from the general public, I have been asked to speak out for that not so silent but certainly muzzled majority. 
With the proposed ING office and retail development set to destroy historic buildings and heritage sites on 
Victoria Quay, plus threaten the livelihoods of those with businesses in the heart of the city of Fremantle, 
ratepayers within the precinct and people beyond are overwhelmingly against the development. I am reliably 
informed that 76.9 per cent of written submissions on the project vehemently opposed the project, in spite of $50 
being paid to those who visited the port offices to see the ING model and hear the ING argument.  

According to my constituents, elected Labor Party members in Fremantle are uninterested in the project. Indeed, 
the member for Fremantle, Mr Jim McGinty, and the Minister for Housing and Works, Michelle Roberts, have 
not even had the courtesy to acknowledge, let alone answer, letters of urgency and outcry calling for assistance 
over the ING development. Labor members seem to be uninterested that Victoria Quay was and will be in the 
future the last view of our country for troops heading away to every Australian conflict—it was the last view of 
home that they saw, as some never returned to Australian soil. They seem uninterested in immigration bureaus, 
still intact, where half a million migrants from Europe and Britain began their new lives in Australia—one of 
them was my father. Even a Western Australian Labor Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, is quoted as saying that 
there is nothing more important than the immigration story. They seem uninterested that Fremantle’s only 
authentic memorial to John Curtin, Australia’s wartime leader and member for Fremantle, is about to be torn 
down for shops. Labor members opposite do not seem to care. Curtin’s direct intervention gave us what is now 
called the C.Y. O’Connor Centre on Victoria Quay.  

The port workers’ cafeteria and restrooms were located in a utilitarian, single-storey brick building beside the 
immigration building, which at its peak activity provided shelter for 400 lumpers, 250 hot meals at a sitting and 
washing facilities for dusty bodies. No longer did lumpers need to eat their sandwiches in the wind and rain. The 
building was officially opened in February 1945 and used until 1974. The lumpers’ facility was a special gift 
from the Prime Minister and was aimed at ensuring industrial peace. It was opened just before Curtin died. It is a 
rare memorial that must be retained. Very few visible features connect Curtin to Fremantle. The direct link 
between Curtin and the port workers’ cafeteria was supported in a major heritage assessment in 2001 by architect 
Alan Kelsall and migration historian Nonja Peters. The report also emphasises the importance of the Fremantle 
Immigration Office and Information Bureau and its waiting rooms. It is essential to have a migration museum in 
the original building, following the examples of Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney, all of which have lesser 
claims to significance than does Fremantle, which was the first port of call for new settlers. 

The importance of these buildings must not be ignored. One is to be destroyed and another is to be demeaned by 
being gutted and turned into a retail complex towered by six-storey buildings. The Victoria Quay site, which was 
chosen by ING for commercial development, is a rich patch of Australian history. It also contains the spot where 
Tom Edwards was fatally injured during the 1919 riot. Some members are familiar with the story of Bloody 
Sunday. That incident is second only to the Eureka Stockade as an incidence of civil war on Australian soil. All 
this has been completely ignored by the developers, who say they may place a sign commemorating Tom 
Edwards’ union martyrdom. I guess it will be near the plaque for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
when she opens this Judas Iscariot project. 

The Rocks beside Sydney’s Circular Quay was a vermin and disease-ridden group of deteriorating buildings 
when Jack Mundy placed a green ban on the area that stopped the government of the day from demolishing what 
it considered to be an eyesore. That eyesore, which has been restored, is one of the country’s major tourist 
attractions. Victoria Quay would be even better if it was developed sensitively. Already we have lost the old 
wooden boat builder, whose lease was not renewed. Peter Briggs’ motor museum was also thrown out. That 
magnificent car collection is now lost to the nation forever. Mr Briggs has had to dismantle one of Fremantle’s 
major tourist attractions. The only comment this government had to make about that, through the Minister for 
Culture and the Arts, was that there was no need to keep the collection at Fremantle because it was a privately 
owned museum. 

Although Fremantle is a university and tourist city, its major importance is its value to Australia’s heritage. This 
week archaeologists have been uncovering important historic data. In 20 years will their students be excavating 
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beside a bland shopping centre at Victoria Quay for relics pertaining to Curtin, C.Y. O’Connor, the immigration 
building and a union martyr? 

I suggest that members of the Labor Party opposite look at their history and preserve it for Australia. It is not too 
late to save their heritage, which is our heritage also. More importantly, this government should not go down in 
history as the state Labor government that destroyed the memory of a great Australian Prime Minister, of our 
soldiers, of our immigrant countrymen and of a union martyr. Do not lose our history and heritage for a quick 
buck from an overseas company that has no knowledge of what we should and must hold dear. It is in the 
government’s hands to save the heritage, history, tourism potential and the lifeblood of the City of Fremantle. 
The biggest tragedy about the proposed $200 million development on Victoria Quay is that it could be easily 
resolved by moving the development 100 metres down the wharf towards the bridge where there is nothing but 
an empty car park.  
 


